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out of 16 reviews.Blog A Retrospective - 2010 Roughly a year ago, I wrote a long-ish post on Mark Pilgrim's work with Google's Charts API,

which provoked a small but productive conversation in my day job. Now that the project is complete and we've got 1.5 months to go before we hit
the one year mark, I figured it was time to take a minute to reflect on what has changed since we first talked. The first thing to say is that our

process for deploying code to Google App Engine has changed significantly since the early days of this project. The original code I wrote (and I
remember only having a vague memory of) was a Python module that allowed you to do this: After a few months of using the service, I decided
that I didn't like how fragile the solution was, particularly for applications with lots of very short-lived requests. Therefore, I rewrote the entire

app to be based around a WSGI-compliant request handler. I'm happy to report that the new app has the scalability of an airplane, while still using
a single appengine instance and delivering almost a million requests per day. I also had the pleasure of working with some great engineers to bring

some additional features to the application, such as a SSL-enabled REST client for Python, and a built-in mechanism for generating JSON.
However, the greatest accomplishment for this application has been in the area of development. The original application was written in a way that
encouraged a sort of "free-wheeling" method of development. In many ways, the approach is fun to follow - but it also leads to work that is both

hard to test and really hard to understand. This is evidenced by the fact that there is no unit test suite to speak of, and that there are not many
places where the code relies on an external 3rd
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