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MOSCOW (AP) — Russian investigators say they have charged a member of the country’s state-run space agency
with poisoning a Russian cosmonaut who fell ill during a space mission in 2016. Dmitry Sergeyev, who is deputy
director of the Roscosmos mission control center, is charged with espionage and “deliberatly inflicting a grave injury,”
the Investigative Committee said in a statement Wednesday. Sergeyev is accused of giving a banned substance to
Mikhail Tyurin, who was working on the International Space Station. Tyurin, 51, was treated for severe breathing
problems, hallucinations and other symptoms, and has not returned to space. The statement said Tyurin’s symptoms
began on Dec. 27, 2016, when he was flown to the Star City medical center in Moscow for treatment. On Jan. 11,
Tyurin was transferred to a hospital in Moscow where he remained until his release on Jan. 22. The statement gave no
details of the substance Sergeyev is accused of giving to Tyurin. Investigators say they searched Sergeyev’s residence
in Moscow and that searches of his bank accounts, his cellphone and his laptop have continued. Investigators found no
evidence that Tyurin was poisoned intentionally, the statement said. Sergeyev was charged with “deliberately inflicting
a grave injury” in December. The Investigative Committee has the power to place criminal charges on Russians it
accuses of harming state security. The Russian state is prosecuting 37 people in connection with the Skripal case.
Some have received prison sentences, while others have been fined. Sergeyev, who was arrested last week, had been
questioned by the Moscow police. He is expected to appear in court Wednesday. “We’re not going to make any
judgments about who is and who isn’t guilty. All we’re going to say is that the Investigative Committee has found that
the criminal proceedings against him are justified,� 2d92ce491b
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