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outcome of ectopic pregnancy in the
Philippines. The case records of all

patients with ectopic pregnancy managed
at the Philippine General Hospital during

the years 1982 through 1990 were
retrospectively reviewed. There were 107
patients with ectopic pregnancy during the
period. The crude incidence rate was 0.95
per 1,000 women of childbearing age. The
mean age was 28.3 +/- 5.5 years, with the
majority being single, nulliparous women.

The diagnosis was based on clinical
suspicion, the use of bimanual or

rectovaginal examination, and pelvic
ultrasonography. More than 90% of the

patients had a normal beta-human
chorionic gonadotropin level, and less than

40% of them had a positive peritoneal
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fluid amniocentesis. Transvaginal
ultrasound was the most useful method for
diagnosis, and 65% of the patients had this
method done within 6 days of presentation.
The laparotomy rate for ectopic pregnancy
in this series was 95%, and this increased

to 98.7% when open tubal surgery was
done. The laparoscopic approach was tried
in 9% of the cases, and failed to reduce the
laparotomy rate. The overall morbidity and

mortality rates were 35.6% and 2.8%,
respectively. Ectopic pregnancy is most

common at the age of 20 to 30 years. The
prevalence is higher in the Philippines than

in other developing countries. The
incidence is lower than that reported in

developed countries. Despite the positive
trend observed in the prevalence of ectopic
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pregnancy in the Philippines, the incidence
and mortality rates are unacceptably

high.Q: How to change the position of a
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